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Dendrites

FIGURE 3.6

The structure of a single developed neuron. The cell bodies develop first, primarily between
weeks 12 and 24. Axons and dendrites develop later, especially during the final 12 weeks, and
continue to increase in size and complexity for several years after birth,

sources: Bright future 2007,
Family issues facts bulletin No. 4356
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FIGURE 4.4

Nerve cells are almost all present at birth; what changes after birth is an immense
growth of the “dendritic arbor”™ of each neuron, peaking at about 2 years, after which
there is a “pruning” of the dendrites and synapses.
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Three Core Concepts in Early Development

Experiences Build Brain ~'
Architecture

NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL ON THE DEVELOPING CHILD !
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